Cymbidium

AN sym-BlD-ee-um

On the West Coadt of the United States, and in other cool-summer aressthet receive no
severefrogts, cymbidiums are among the most popular of spring-flowering orchidsand
are often grown as garden plants. Their griking Sorays of longrlagting blooms provideided
home or patio decoration, and are often used as cut flowers. There are both standard
(large-flowered) and miniature (smaller-flowered) types grown. The miniature types, of-
ten known as"novdties," are more heat-tolerant, but neither typeis particularly good in
warm summer aress, nor are cymbidi-ums of any kind successful as houseplants. Cymbi-
diumsareterredrid plantsin nature and require amoisiure retentive but well-drained mix.
Hr bark ismog commonly used, though more and more growers are switching to artificia
or inorganic mixes as qudlity fir bark becomeslessavailable

LIGHT
Sufficient light isimportant for healthy HU l\_/I_I DITY
growth and flower production. Cymbidiums nesd 50 to 60 percernt. Inthe

C home, whilein bloom, place on trays of
PROVIDE Very bright light, up to 80 per- .
cent of full sunin coastally moder-ated moistened pties Ingreenhouss, usea

aress. Leaves should be naturally erect humidifier if conditions aretoo dry.

and of a medium olive-green color. Dark FERTILIZER
green, limp foliage indicatestoo little light.  Must be provided on aregular basis because

TEMPERATURE mog potting mediahavelittle

Mature plants need night temperaturesin ~ PROVIDE Theexadt fertilizer you use will
the low 60s or high 50sin late summer to  depend onthemix inwhichyour plant is

initiate flower spikes. growing. A good generd ruIeisFoqanyz_a
PROVIDE Nightsof 55t0 60F, though ~ Patanced (10-10-10,12-12-12 or Smilar ratio)

temperaturesinto the 30s are tol erated; fert izer;;v?dy, weekly.'t' That isdfgliﬁg
daysof 70to 85 F. Cymbidiums cantoler- every w onequartertoone

ate temperatures up to 95 to 100 F if shad- recorm-mended dilution

ing, humidity and air circulation arein- POTTING

creased. Best done every two to three yearsin goring
WATER immediatdly after flowering to dlow maxi-
Mature plants must never dry out mumtimeto reetiablish be-fore next flower-
between watering. g Seeson.
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